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Schedule for Good Shepherd’s 2017-2018 film series 

Saints and Sinners of the Silver Screen 

Theme:  JUST GOOD FUN – AND MORE THAN A LITTLE TRUTH 

NANNY MCPHEE   2005  99 mins   Oct 8th 

 Just when you thought that all magical governesses looked like Julie Andrews along comes 
Nanny McPhee.  Rather uncomely and certainly not sugary, she appears suddenly at the door of a very 
unhappy widower with seven uncontrollable children.  She announces that she (unlike the previous 17 
governesses) will remain with this disruptive family until they’ve learned five necessary lessons. Will she 
succeed?  Only Emma Thompson, who not only stars, but also wrote the family friendly screenplay for 
this fantasy, knows. 

Theme:  THE ORIGIN OF FILM NOIR IN EARLY FILMS OF ALFRED HITCHCOCK 

THE THIRTY-NINE STEPS  1935  86 mins   Oct 22nd 

 This spirited and thrilling adventure mystery contains many of Alfred Hitchcock’s central motifs:  
the innocent man wrongfully assumed to be guilty, a ubiquitous and fearsome police force, and the 
frantic escape to find the real culprits.  Adding an array of helpful and/or dangerous strangers met along 
the journey allows Hitchcock to look at how human nature responds to those in extremis.  Our 
resourceful hero, played perfectly by Robert Donat, must use all his wits and wiles to survive while 
searching for clues that will lead to his vindication.    

THE LADY VANISHES   1939  94 mins   Oct 29th 

 Can we really believe our own eyes?  What if we see and talk with a woman that suddenly 
disappears from a moving train?  What if we demand a search for her and not being found everyone 
we’ve told starts to wonder if she ever existed.  Are they becoming convinced that we are confused or 
sadly deluded, a bit more than a little unstable or, simply, a liar?  This is the basic dilemma that our hero, 
played by Margaret Lockwood, must face.  Another basic Hitchcockian theme is explored:  can the one 
stand against the many?  What if we are really experiencing some form of dementia?  But then again, 
what if a life hangs in the balance?   

 

Theme:  DYSTOPIAS HISTORICAL AND FUTURE 

 

FAHRENHEIT 451   1966  113 mins  Nov 12th 

 Ray Bradbury’s dystopia is made into this strange, haunting film directed by the great French 
auteur Francois Truffaut.  The world our fireman Montag (Oskar Werner) lives in is fireproof.  So why 
firemen?  Obviously, it must be to burn the most dangerous of all human creations, the written word.  
Books are banned, replaced by wall sized TV screens that may even include you as one of the 
participants in the “life” you see portrayed on them.  But what will happen to Montag when he meets a 
young woman who has ideas – ideas that are so different, so radical, that she herself might be a reader? 
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CHILDREN OF THE REVOLUTION 1996   101 mins  Nov 26th 

 Oh, those Australians Comrades – this film finally answers the question of how they managed to 
help end the life of Russia’s overachieving Premier of the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin.  A secret that had 
remained hidden for decades. That is, until this movie exposes the “Pravda” and reveals the truth 
behind his “heart attack”.  And has lots of fun doing it.  A black, and red, comedy with a politburo of fine 
actors: among them Judy Davis, F. Murray Abraham, Geoffrey Rush, and Sam Neill.   

Theme:  CELEBRATING A NEW YEAR IN THE LECTIONARY  

 

MARK’S GOSPEL   2011   94 mins   Dec 10th 

 On December 3RD, the Episcopal Church (along with many other denominations) began Year B of 
our yearlong reading schedule from scripture.  This is the year where the Gospels of Mark (30 plus 
readings) and John (about 15 reading) predominate.  To celebrate the beginning of our new liturgical 
cycle we’re offering the absolutely riveting stage performance of the Gospel of Mark by the incredibly 
talented Max McLean.  Powerful, yet fully human; pained and sorrowful, yet recognizably divine; this is 
Jesus the Christ. 

Theme:   INTO THE WORLD OF INDIA  

 in Honour of Satyajit Ray. 

 

DEVI:  THE GODDESS   1961   93 mins   Jan 14th, 2018 

 A deeply felt traditional religious culture that faces the modern world of science and commerce 
can respond with intense anxiety and desire to defend and find tangible evidence for the old beliefs.  
This is a conflict that affects so many cultures in our world today.  In this insightful drama, Satyajit Ray, 
one of the greatest film directors ever, delves deeply into the tensions and human costs faced by a 
young woman who is declared a reincarnation of the goddess Kali by her own faithful father.  Confused, 
she is caught between her entirely human duty to family and the possibility that she may possess divine 
powers.   

 

CHARULATA    1964   119 mins  Jan 28th 

 This amazing film is set in the churning, yearning days of late 19th century pre-independence 
India. The pampered frustrated wife of a progressive Hindu newspaper editor lives her life sidelined 
from either emotional support or any say in the struggles of the times.  Into her life comes her 
husband’s cousin, a poet and lover or all things beautiful.  He encourages her own budding creativity.  
But where else might their new-found closeness take them?  Based on a novella by the outstanding 
writer Rabindranath Tagore. 
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THE BIG CITY    1963  135 mins  Feb 11th 

 From the rural countryside to the big cities of India like Calcutta is a tremendous leap of faith for 
the millions that have and are still making the trek.  Even after a family has established itself the 
economic struggle can all-so easily overwhelm them.   So, what would happen if an unthinkable, 
untraditional possibility presents itself:  the wife taking a job.?  Even more problematic is what will 
happen if she more than succeeds in it?  A very modern dilemma – set against a very ancient culture. 
Will their marriage be able to survive this new challenge? 

 

Theme:  JUST ANOTHER GOOD FUN INTERLUDE 

TIME BANDITS    1981  111 mins  Feb 25th 

 Not all history lessons need be dull.  Especially if you and a band of little people, who have 
stolen The Creator’s very own Map of Time, get to meet Robin Hood (robbing the rich to pay, well, his 
merry band), a petite Napoleon (captivated by guys even shorter then himself), and the awesome 
Agamemnon (fighting the ferocious minotaur).  But none of those excellent adventures will match up to 
the one in which our favorite time travelers must face Ultimate Evil, himself.  The one American in the 
Monte Python crew, Terry Gilliam directed and co-wrote (with Michael Palin) this comic tour-de-force. 

 

Theme:  THE AFTERLIFE 

 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME  1998  114 mins  Mar 11th 

 Beginning our film odyssey into the world of the afterlife is one of the most uniquely conceived 
visual movies of our times.  Robin Williams stars in this spectacular love story that absorbs us with its 
startling imagery and dramatic intensity.  A sort of modern retelling of the story of Orpheus and 
Eurydice this film gazes deeply into the power of love, even after death.  But be forewarned that some 
scenes set in hell are graphic and, much like the work of their inspirer Gustave Dore, could be difficult 
for some to view.  

  

WRISTCUTTERS:  A LOVE STORY 2007  88 mins   Apr 8th 

 That the afterlife might not be so good or so bad, as least for a suicide, is the premise for this 
black comedy that Richard Roper called “A real gem.  I hope people check it out.”  This showing is your 
very own chance to do so, and to experience a road trip movie quite unlike any you might have seen 
before.  Absurdist humor helps make this downtrodden purgatory a fascinating and unforgettable place.   
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ME AND EARL AND THE DYING GIRL 2015   105 mins  Mar 25th 
  

 Genuine friendships are hard to make and once made, invaluable.  Funny, sharp, painful, real as 
life, and death, this movie is a merger of heart, soul and creativity both vivid and truly valiant.  The 
screenplay was written by Jesse Andrews from his brilliant and poignant novel.   

 

Theme:  YET ANOTHER GOOD FUN INTETLUDE 

 

THE PIRATES:  BAND OF MISFITS 2012   88 mins   Apr 29th 

 Even bad guys have a code.  In this stop-action animated buccaneering comedy, our not always 
intrepid crew of pirates manage to capture Charles Darwin off the good ship Beagle and quickly get 
drawn into the new and tempting world of academic science.  Tensions mount as they must decide 
whether to give up one of their crewmates, the last surviving Dodo Bird, to the terribly persuasive 
Victoria, Queen of England.  From the people who brought the world Wallace and Gromit is another 
meticulous and fully realized world – this time 19th England. 

 

 

Theme:  THE RADICAL IMPORTANCE OF MEMORY 

 

FEARLESS    1993   122 mins  Apr 29th 

 Survival is always good!  Right?  What happens if you can find no sense in it?  If your best friend 
and business partner is killed in a horrendous airline crash, while you walk away, fearless?  This is the 
dilemma for architect Max Klein (played wonderfully by Jeff Bridges), and equally for his alienated family 
now living with someone who can no longer connect with the present because he is obsessed with 
understanding the past.  Perhaps his fellow survivor, Clara (in an utterly fascinating performance by 
Rosie Perez) will able to help, but, maybe only after she’s dealt with her own losses.   A profound 
mediation on human frailty, questioning, and the hard road to recovery.   

 

THE ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND 2004 108 mins  May 13th  

 Just how important to each of us are our memories?  What if they are painful ones, or ones 
whose promise has been betrayed?  This film shows a future where the past can be erased from our 
minds.  The question is:  will one regret that choice?  Jim Carrey is perfect in his role as someone trying 
to forget his former love (Kate Winslet).   As his memory fades – can he live into that emptiness?   
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Theme:  NOT JUST GOOD FUN, BUT ALSO WEIRD 

TRUE STORIES    1999   89 mins   May 27th 

 Every once in a while, you need to see a truly goofy, inspired movie.  And who better to guide 
you into the heart of Texas than the eccentric leader of the band Talking Heads, David Byrne.  Not 
exactly a documentary; close to, but not really a musical; a sort of romantic love story, certainly; but 
much more so about loving the inspired quirkiness in each of us.  Celebrating humanity with a wild 
variety of songs, a voodoo love ceremony, synchronized lawn mower marching teams, and fabulous 
stories, such as the one that tells why God made the earth the way it is.  Join in the festival that includes 
us all – in all our voluminous and vivid variety.  This is a film just like us, utterly unique. 

 


